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Main Ideas

• WHY are we Talking About Climate 
Change In Delaware County?

• OUR PLAN - Sustain Delco: A Sustainability 
Plan for Delaware County

• Recap of Plan Focus Areas, Goals, 
and Actions

• Implementing the Plan – Progress 
to Date

• TAKING ACTION to Sustain Delco
• Questions



WHY?
Because Climate Change 



Why does a Changing Climate Matter?

• Long-term shifts in 
temperature and weather 
patterns

• Some shifting is natural, 
• But since the 1800’s, human 

activities have been making 
the process move faster due 
to greenhouse gas emissions.



Average Daily Temperatures in Delaware County are on 
the Rise



Flood Waters 
Rising

Chadds Ford Township Radnor Township

Darby BoroughProspect Park Borough Darby Borough



OUR PLAN

Delaware County 
Sustainability Plan
Focus Areas – Goals, Targets, 
and Actions



Understanding the County’s Role in Sustainability



Sustainability Plan Focus Areas and Guiding 
Principles



1. Primary Goal: 
Overarching 
pathway towards 
accomplishing the 
elements of the 
Focus Area!

2. Subgoal: In some 
cases, a Focus Area 
within the Plan 
branches into subgoals  
to offer more specific 
targets and actions 
toward achieving the 
primary goal.

3. Targets: The 
Measurable unit in 
over a specific 
timeframe that can be 
reported out annually 
to reflect progress. 

4. Actions: The Plan 
contains over 250 
actions which align 
with the goals and 
targets of each Focus 
Area.

5. Sustainability 
Spotlight: Each Focus 
Area has 2 case 
studies, highlighting 
one community 
success and one 
County success.









Progress to Date – Climate Resiliency

Sharon Hill Becomes 49th Delco 
Municipality to Join National 

Flood Insurance Program 

Media Borough Creates 
Sustainable Storefront 
Program to Recognize 

Sustainable Businesses

Sustainable Career Pathways 
Breakout Session Shows 

Students Different Green Career 
Options







Progress to Date – Natural Resources

Delco Moves Forward 
With Grant-Funded Tree 

Canopy Study
And Riparian Buffers 

Installed in Delco Woods

Breakout Session to 
Teach Communities 
about Conservation 

Designation Programs 

Clean Air Council Working 
to Create NMS Watershed 

Group 







Progress to Date - Transportation

DVRPC Creating a 
Guide for Safe 
Trail Crossings 

Planning for Safer 
Transportation

EV Charging Study for 
County Facilities







Progress to Date – Energy and Efficiencies

Applications Accepted to CPRG 
and EECBG for LED 

Replacement in
Fair Acres Campus,

George W. Hill Correctional 
Facility, &

Government Center

Joins SEPSPA to 
Purchase Energy 

with 
Neighboring 

Counties

Implementing Off-
Hours Energy 

Reduction through 
Lighting Schedules







Progress to Date – Zero Waste

Piloting Recycling and 
Composting in the 

Government Center
Over 2 Tons Diverted Since 

January!!

Composting Grant

Hosting Clean Up and 
Recycling Events with Keep 

Delco Beautiful







Progress to Date – Health and Wellness

Getting Employees 
Moving with a 
Walking Lunch

Health Department, 
Data and Mapping 

Innovation, and DCOS 
Working to Map Food 

Insecurity

Delaware County, PA DEP, and Clean Air 
Council Increase Air Quality Monitors 

Along Delaware County Riverfront



Key Takeaways – Taking Action to Sustain Delco

•WHY?
• What is YOUR why?
• Ask the 5 WHYS to Make Change in Your Community

•OUR PLAN
• Review Sustain Delco, because it’s OUR plan

•TAKING ACTION
• Collaborate, Start Conversations, Cross the Imaginary Lines
• Commit to Action TODAY!



Questions?

Rebecca Yurkovich
Sustainability and Resilience Manager
Delaware County Office of Sustainability
Media, PA 19063
yurkovichr@co.delaware.pa.us

Cell: (484) 846-2075
www.delcopa.gov/sustainability

mailto:yurkovichr@co.delaware.pa.us
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