






the project from the Conservation District that started four years ago at Glen 

Providence Park. This is not a restoration; this is a stabilization project. It's a 

temporary fix. They are trying to implement it down at the Swedish Cabin area. It's 

trees that are being recycled to get a second life. It is a good project that our old 

parks Superintendent Norm started along with Karen Wilwol from the Conservation 

District. 

Guest Speal<er ....................................................................................................................... None 

Old Business 

• We provided the names to the County Council that we proposed for the naming of

Little Flower. They paused the renaming until they could make a visit to the park. The

park itself looks great and Anne Stauffer submitted a grant proposal for water

hookups for the community garden area.

• The old Don Guanella property has been named Delco Woods.

• Last month for our park visit we went to Upland County Park for the county's walk at

lunch. At the county walk, we got to meet the Park Groundskeeper staff and the new

Redwood Coordinator, Brooke Kempczynski.

• Marc met with the First Responders Group. They are going to do an extension of the

monument, but no pavilion or anything between the two monuments.

New Business 

• We are going to kick off the Summer Concert series on June 12th
. The brochures will

be ready on Monday. Next year will be our 50th anniversary for the Summer Concert

series. Beth is on the top of her game, and I have all the trust in the world in her. She

has done a phenomenal job since she's taken over. Delaware County Council has

ratified Price Steven's contract for the next 3 years and he has started repairs to the

stage and other upgrades. We have six young people staffing the concerts this year.

It's great that they're getting on-the-job training with Price leading the way. The

County should be proud of that. I'm looking forward to the opening this year,

hopefully the weather holds up better than last year.

• Senior Games will start in June. We have a lot of volunteers from both County

agencies and our employees who want to be involved. Early registration has already

started.

• The Pennsylvania Resource Council is moving to the Hunt Club from the second floor

of the Leedom House. They had their electronics collection already this past week.

We partnered with them. PRC has an office in Pittsburgh and then the folks here at 

this office. They do some really great stuff, like the electronic collection, and they

hosted a composting workshop.

• In June we are going to Pennock Woods and Shrigley Park for our park visit. We must

let Bonnie's nursery on Scottdale Road know since we are meeting there.

Open Discussion and Public Comment 



• Kathy Lopez learned today on Facebook that the Friends of Glen Providence Park is

disbanding. Their reasoning was that they wanted to move away from that model and

have their volunteers more engaged with the Parks department. The problem is that

they don't have anybody interested in joining, they don't have the resources or the

bodies to continue. It is a huge loss and derails our discussion about them providing

a sort of model of support for park friends groups. They tried to invite some younger

people to recruit, but it doesn't look like it's going to happen. It's very hard for

nonprofits. People work their jobs and then put a lot of time into these organizations.

It can be exhausting. It was a very emotional meeting; I wish Stephanie was here.

Hopefully, maybe someone steps up for them.

• The only other thing that I have is this whole situation with County Council and Delco

Woods. My concern is, as an advisory board, I don't know how to respond when

people come to me. We learned about everything in the newspapers, so we were

kind of blindsided. I walked around the property with an appraiser last week. I am not

in the conversations about the appraisal, but I think that this is that they requested a

new appraisal because it's being contested. It seems that Marple folks are fired up.

What's the take from the members of the board? It was discussed that the board

members are concerned about transparency. The county had many meetings to

discuss community input and ideas. They made sure information was spread

countywide in both English and Spanish for community engagement, but never

mentioned that they had the possibility of reserving one of the buildings for county

use other than what was discussed in the master plan. There were many times that

this could have been disclosed and it seems like a communications issue. The other

thing is Commercial filming, which was not discussed with us as an advisory board.

We had input for the original ordinance against filming in the parks. If they were

thinking of making a change, shouldn't we have had input on changing it? We were

told after the decision was made to change the ordinance. There is sympathy in

terms of people that need a mental health facility. We are more concerned about the

process and that it was not transparent. A decision was made to put together a

document and it will be forwarded to everyone on the board for edit and then we can

send it to the entire County Council.

• Meeting adjourned: 1 :06 pm

Meetings: Park Visits: 

January 1 O 

March 13 

May8 

July 10 

September 11 

November 13 

February 13 - Little Flower Manor 

April 10 - Upland Park 

June 12- Pennock Woods and Shrigley Park 

August 14 - Smedley Park 

October 9 - Don Guanella 

December- Rose Tree Festival of Lights on opening night 




